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Instructions to Authors 
Editorial policy: The Journal will publish the following types of articles In Ihe 
field of Botany: RI!.H'arch articles: All contr ibulion.~ must be based on origmal re-
search. must not be under consIderation for publication elsewhere, and should con-
stitute 11 defimte advance In knowledge in that field. The manuscript should 
tL~ually (a) slate a problem or hypothesis, (h) describe how reproducible data wa .. 
obtamed 10 answer the p roblem or test the hypothesis, and (c ) come \0 a conclu-
. <;lOn. tThe fact thai nobody has ever looked at an aspect .~uch as the chemical com-
pusillon or morphology or species compositIOn or any other aspect of a plunt or 
group of plants will not qualify a maIlu$cript on thaI (opic for publication unless it 
leads to a sIgnificant advance in our scientific knowledge.) Short mmmuni<;lIfio1!s: 
The .~ame requiremeng as for research articles apply, but short research articles 
should cOnlam ne w and mealllngful results which warrant urgent publication and 
wh ich may appear in a more comprehensive article at a I;ller stage. Revlewt/nides: 
These wdl be accepted if the reviewer .~ummarizes and critically evaluate .. the data 
of other workers and (a) comes to new conclusions regarding the problem..~ mves -
tlgated or (h) lIldicatt:s a gap III nur knowledge, which require.~ additional re.~earch. 
Contributors are advised to send the Scientific Editor an outline before writing a 
review paper. Book reviews: Concise objective evaluation of books which have 
recently been published wiJl be solicited by the Scientific Editor. Utler,l· If! the 
£llttOr. Cntlc lsm or commenl.~ on any articles that have recenlly appeared in the 
S. Afr. J. Bot. will be published at the discretion of the Scientific Editor. 
Contribullons published in the Journal become the copyright of the South Afri-
can Association of Botanists and the National Botanica[ Imtitute, but authors bear 
sole responsibility for the factum accuracy of their paper.~. 
All paper.~ will bl! critically reviewed by two or more referees on whose advice 
Ihc Editon:!1 Committee wil l accept or reject contributions. All refereeing is 
st rictly confidentla[. 
Authors shou ld quote manuscript numbers in all corre.~pondence and shou ld 
note that. due to .~toragc problems, the manuscript may be destroyed 12 months 
after the article has been published. If authors want their original drawings back 
they should indicate this in a letter accompanying the final manuscript or contact 
the Copy-Ednllf directly not later than six months after publication. 
Presentation: Contributions must be written in English. Manuscnpts mu.~t be 
typed 011 A ... paper. u!img one-and -a-half or double spacing, wi th a 30-nun margin 
nn the lefl Side. Care should be taken that a type is used where lellers do not touch 
each nlher, as final manuscr ip t.~ are read by an optlcal scanner. Underli ning that 
touches the letter .. should aJ!iO be avoided - words shou ld rather be typed in italics . 
Four clear copies must be submitted. If tile lJllic!t: weH (Jril:inated on (/ computer, 
ph'me ulw suppLy u copy of tile di.fkeltt' when thefilwl revision i.l" suhmitted. The 
pro;.:mm u.fed should he illdicated fin the diskette irsdf. Io;.:ether with the man/(-
.\Tript N./(ml)t!r IIf the e/Hicie. Photographs must be submiued in quadruplicate. In 
the case of line drawings the original plus three clear photocopies will suffi ce. The 
original set should be marked as such. 
The lay-out should conform 10 Ihe following sequence: Title page with title, 
author's name( .~) , address(es), t1 -mail ClCldres.t. both abstracts, keywords, and then, 
beginning on a new page. introduction, Materials and Methods, Results , Discus-
sion, Acknow[edgements illld References. Tables (each 011 a separate page), 
(apt lOllS for figures (grouped IOgether) and the figures should then follow. In the 
ca.~e of a short communication, no headings other than Acknowledgement.~ and 
References shou ld be used. All pages must be numbered consecutively, including 
the Wle page and thme contai ntng references, tables and captions for figures. 
Title: Thi.~ .~hou ld be as concise il.~ possible and appropriately informative for 
retrieval by modern searching tcchn iques. Except in the case o f certain taxonomic 
papers, th e names of taxa should be used without author citations. 
Author(s) : Names should be preceded by initials only, but in some cases one first 
name may be given. T he initials should then be given at the bottom oflhe page, to 
be used in the contenL~ list. Should an author's address have changed since the 
re):earch was c arried out, the new address must be given as a footnote. 
Ahstracts : All articl e.~ must contain an abstract which should be a concise sum-
mary of the article in not more than 200 words. The title should not be repeated. 
Abstracts should only contain infonnation appearing in Ihe paper. Names of taxa 
togethcr with their author citat ion should appear in the abstract unless there are too 
many in which ctlse only the important taxa should be mentioned. 
Keywords: Approximate[y five keywords for the anicle must be provided in 
Engli.~h in alphabet ical o rder. 
Introduction: The introduction should outline the problem in general and make 
clear the object of the work reported. References to previous work are pennissible 
nnly if they bear d1rectly on the subject of the article or poinllO the need for further 
investigation. A detailed and extensive review of the literature is usutlUy in-
appropriate. 
Procedures or Methods: The.~e should be described briefly but in sufficient 
detai l to allow repetition of the work. It is frequently important to mention the 
source of materials u~ed, espccitlily of living o rganisms. Accepted nomenclature 
and abbrev iat ions may be u.~ed for standard methods, chemical compounds, 
hormones, enzymes, etc. A reference is sufficient for a previously described 
method unless the principle involved is not self-evident, in which case it should 
be ind1cated. 
R esults : The main results should be stated in the lext, with references to tmy 
tables, di agmms or illustrations where the supporting evidence is to be found. The 
same applies to any special feature,~ or mcidental results considered to be of inter-
e~1. It is not necessary to describe the contents of tables in the text. 
Discussion or Conclusions: These headings are sometimes not needed. The 
second i.~ appropriate when the conclusions from the work can be conveyed in a 
few sentences. Under the first hetldmg, the principal results should be critically 
discussed in logical order and the conclusions from them should be stated; result~ 
that suggest new lines of study should be pomted out: attention may be drawn to 
the implications of the results and to agreements or disagreements with preV10US 
work. The Discussion should not consi~t mere ly of a repeti tion in a different order 
of the co ntents of preceding sections . 
Acknowledgements : Acknowledgement.~ should be kept to the minimum com-
patible with the requirements of courtesy. 
References: References mthe text should be cited as foll ows 'Jones and Mitchell 
(1974) stated .... or . .. (Jones & Mitchell 1974)' , when giving a reference simply 
as authority for a statement. Use the name of the fi rst author foll owed by et lit. 
when the complete citation invo lves more than two authors. A list of publications 
to which reference has been made in Ihe text mu~t be presented a[phabetically 
according to authors ' Ilame,~ and chronologically under each author, with a. b, c, 
etc. when more than one reference per year from the same author(s) is mvolved. A 
personal communication must be confined to th c text and not be included 111 the 
list of references. In the I1st , authors' name. .. should be typed in capitals as md1-
cated below. Only the abbreviated ti tles of journals follOWing the latest e<ht lQn of 
the Wor/c1 List oj Scientific Periodiwis. written in italics. must be given. Latin 
names shou ld also be given in italics. Examples: 
CODD, L.E. 1975. P/ectrcl1lthllJ (Labiatae) and a11ied genera in .~outhem Africa. 
B01lurlia I I : 371-442. 
JONES, E.P., SMITH, P. & MASTERS, Q. 1974. Methods in photosynthesis. In: 
Methods in plant physiology. cd. J .P. Sykes. 2nd edn, Vol. n. Ch. 8, pp. 335-
339. Longman, London. 
VIUOEN, PJ .C. 1953. The embryology of some weed specie.~ . M.Sc. th t..osis, 
University of Pretoria, Pretoria. 
Tables : The,~e are expenSive to print and their number and size should be kept 10 
a minimum. The same data ~h()uld not be presented in tables and graphs. Each 
table should be typed on a separate sheet and .~hould be numbered consecutively 
in order of appearance, using Arabic numerals. Attention should be paid to the lim-
itations imposed by the siz.e of the printed page. Asterisk~ should only be used to 
denote stat istically significa nt d ifference, ... Lower ca..~e letters used as superscripts 
(e.g. a, II, C) should be used as references to footnote .~. 
Illustrations: These shou ld be submitted separately from the texl. The rules for 
numbering are the same a.~ for tables. Photographs should be of a good quality on 
glossy paper with clear details and adcquate contrast. Drtlwings, diagrams. graphs 
etc. should be executed in black India ink on good -quality paper or tracing film. 
Photocopies are usually unacceptable fo r final reprod uction. An illustration should 
not exceed twice the linear dunensions desired in the final reproduction. Allow 
space for the caption when pre.~enting a fi gure that will occupy a whole column or 
page. It is important that lines and symbols be drawn sufficiently boldly to with-
stand reductIOn. The size of the lettering shou ld be choscn such that the l e tter.~ will 
be about 1.8 mm high after reduction. Should all author wish a figu re to be repro-
duced wilhout rcrluction, this should be indicated on the back of the figure . It IS, 
however, recommended that use be made of a scale bar on figures. All figures 
should bear o n the reverse, written In soft pencil, the name of the authOr(s) and the 
figure number, as well as an arrow indicicating the top of the figure if neces.~ary 
Captions for figures must be collected together and typed on a separate sheet 
headed 'Captions for Figures'. 
Taxonomic papers : The guidelines for taxonomic papers have been printed in 
Volume 53, No. I. Contributors may write to the Scientific Editorto obtain acopy 
of the requirements and should note that contributions not written in accordance 
with the guidelines will not be considered for publ ication 
General: The complete scientific name (genu.~, ~pecies . authors) mu.~t be cited 
for every organism at the first mention in the text and if at all possible. authors 
(including those reporting on experimental results) should refer to a voucher her-
barium specimen of the planl(s) concerned in a registered herbarium. The generic 
name may thereafter be abbreviated to the milial except where intervening refer-
ences to other genera with the same initial could cause confus ioll. Scientific names 
of genera, species and sub .. pecific categorie..~ should be typed in ital ics. Name.~ o f 
taxa above generic level are not italicized. Only 5 .1. metric unit~ with their multi· 
pies and submultiples. may be used, as well a.~ those units generally u.~ed together 
wi th the S.1. units (e.g. I, ml, h, min). Footnotes shou ld be avoided a.~ far a.~ possi-
ble by using parentheses in the main text. 
R eprints: 50 reprints of a full-length paper WII! be supplied, and 25- 50 reprints 
of short commun icat ion.~. Additional reprints can be ordered directly from the 
printers (see address on inside front cover). 
Manuscript administra tion : A page charge of R 125 per page is leVIed by the 
Bureau for Scientific Publications, An ar:count will accompany the page proofs. 
Under exceptional circumstances the page charge lIltly be waived. Colour plates 
may be printed, but the author(s) wi[i have to bear the costs. 
Manuscripts for publication s hould be su bm itted to the Scientific E ditnr, 
Pror. J.N. E loff, NBl, Private Bag Xl01. Pret oria, 0001, South Africa, 
e-mail: jneloff@medic.up .ac.za. 
